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| Wann THY. bn ARE IN Tut 
| EARTH; THE INHABITANTS OF. THE 


| WORLD WILL LEARN RIGHTEOUSNESS.) 


much to be deſired and wiſhed that 
488 they did it univerſally: it is Gop's 
gracious end and view on all ſach occa- 
ſions; and their tendency to produce this 

effect is that which makes even his judgements 


truly and properly teſtimonies of kindneſs, 
and expreſſions of /ove to his creatures : it 
> muſt therefore be our prayer and concern 
that at leaſt this may be the caſe with us: 


and it is the buſineſs of thoſe upon whom 
the office of public inſtructors is devolved to 


labour as much as FP for W 


and 0 hag 1 


De aw oaks 


A 2 "> 
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Yea doubtleſs, and bleſfed i is as effect, 
my friends, by whatever awful means it be 


Fu produced The learning of righteouſneſs 1 is „ 


the enſuring of happineſs ! and therefore, 
though we have certainly double reaſon for 
praiſe, when Gop is Pleaſed to teach men 


this leſſon by methods of 1 mercy and com- „„ 


| paſſion, yet, even when it is by terrors and 
fudicial vifititions that the ſame great and 
good end is brought about, we ſhall ſtill in 

the iſſue, and upon the whole, have juſt. 
cauſe for much thankfulneſs to him who 


ruleth in the earth. In this view of te 


ſubje& I would engage your attention now = 
to it, that it may prove through Gop's bleſ- 
ſing both an effectual excitement to duty and 
a happy W png: of our truſt in him. 
I know this is a very common text for a 


- faſt ſermon: a text, which has often been 
choſen on ſuch occaſions heretofore; ang 
which, I queſtion not, will be preached _ 


upon by many miniſters, in this kingdom 
this day: but ſurely it would not have 


been already ſo commonly uſed on former 
faſts, nor ſo likely to be made great uſe of - 


now, if it were not evidently and admirably 
adapted to the occaſion. Let its ſtriking 


force and ſuitableneſs therefore induce us 


* | 95 | | hy | h 
| 10 4 : ” N „ 
ö „„ 


e * s 1 . 
all. very Te. to attempt and purſue 
that, which alone can make it uſeful or pro- 


per z I mean, the application of it upon 


. right principles to ourſelves. I am ſenſible 
jt is in this that the fitneſs and excellence of 
a ſubject muſt conſiſt, and to this my feeble 

_ endeavours ſhall be bent, while I beg leave 


E to ſuggeſt to you, a few SAGA. ORs 


7 1 iſt, pt the awful We ne "'Þ of 
Gov, which demand our attention: and, 5 


„ 75 — — e which 


: we ſhould learn from them: after which, 


35 Thirdly, 1 will = of a F e by 
2 _ of application and improvement of the 
ſubject. May Gop by his good ſpirit aſſiſt 
us, that in conſ quence of what ſhall now be 
delivered in his name, whatever others do, 
wwe at leaſt may every one of us) be more 


and better diſpoſed than ever to learn the 


important - leſſon of cent fan his 
n th 


"Firſt, The words, < «thy 8 in the 


e earth” open to us à wide field of very 


awful 0 affecting contemplation, and their 
a3 meaning 


1 
4 
7 
44 
: 


£0.43 
meaning may be largely illuſtrated by facts, 5 


Here, if any aſk, what thoſe judgements of 


Gop are, to hich I would be underſtood 


to refer, and which ſhould always tenen 


righteouſneſs to mankind, whenever they are 
viſited with them ? I myſt not omit firſt to. 
: fay, Sat Y 5 
That any of bis Sakai; and! even N 
of them without exception (as being his 


judgments) ought to produce this happy 5 e 


fect upon us; but eſpecially let me add, 
That the calamities of war ſhould do i i 8 


and particularly 


Thoſe of civil commotion and | confuſion, 7 Mg 


contention. and aſcord, , 


"x, Though we aouſh- Ale a abr: cone 7 


fined notice preſently of thoſe dreadful judge- TIE ” 
ments of Gp, which do now eſpecially call 


for our attention; yet, that my ſubje& may 
be thoroughly underſtood and ſuitably com- 
prehended by us, I muſt begin with intreat- 
ing you to fix it well in your minds, that 4 
the divine judgements, of what nature and 


kind ſoever they may be, well deſerve ſuem 


a ſhare as this which is here ſpoken of in the 
attention of all who are viſited with, affect- 


ed by, « or even only WER of . bd 


that 


2 


chat it is ; their being Gov's ; judgements 


1 which' gives them a right and title to it. 


| We cannot enlarge our conceptions here 
too much; and I would be far therefore from 
wiſhing to draw off your thoughts from any 
judgements which we ever ſee inflicted upon 
others, or feel the weight of ourſelves : if, 
— _— example, it be in ſome other far diſtant 
parts of the earth that they are ſent, ſo that 
ue are not at all perſonally affected by them, 


yet we muſt not by any means confine our 


views to ourſelves only, nor ſuffer our hearts 


to be unconcerned about what befals any 


| others of our fellow-creatures, or negligent 


of obſerving and improving it. But not to 
inſiſt upon this, what T — Rey 
remark here is, 


That we muſt lay it A0 en as a firſt prin- 


ip and maxim with us, that whatever 


Judgements are in the earth, and by whate- 
ver means they are brought about, they are 

all of Gop's ſending and appointing, all un- 

der his ſupreme direction and controul, and 
all thergfore capable of the very uſeful appli- ; 


cation recommended in the text. 


1 grant indeed, it is an awful view dars 
ü take of Gop, when we conſider him as a 
Gor of judgments! there is much more 
: PREY,” and not | leſs juſtice and propriety 
"08 IP | in 


; 6 8 Pi 
in iy 0 el him as the father of mereies;, 


but ſince _ 8 
© A Gov all merey would ya aGop unjuſt; 7 # 


and ſince his own word, which is the ot. | : 
has given him the ſolemn titles of a Gop to 


whom vengeance. belongs, P/. xciv, 1. and 
even of a conſuming fire, Heb. xii. ult. to 


all the workers of iniquity; yea, for as much 


as, if we were not to make his holineſs and 8 
juſtice equally familiar to our minds with his 
love and mercy themſelves, we muſt loſe the 
benefit of a very powerful (though painful) 
motive, of which we may all (not excepft- 
ing the beſt and the meekeſt of us) ſometimes 
ſtand in need to ſtir us up to obedience and 
duty, or to guard us againſt the force of 
ſome dangerous enſnarin g temptations 12 
on all theſe accounts it is ſurely a very falu- 
tary admonition, which I muſt not neglect 
this opportunity of ſuggeſting to you, that 


ll judgements, all puniſhments of fin, all 


animadverſions upon or chaſtiſements of ſin- 
ners come from G0. — ſo that if we ſpeak 
of any ſuch events or circumſtances, and 
forget that % finger is in them, we are (to 
| ſay the leaſt) out of the proper track * 
| gaining improvement by them 

I his is true of private, awful, *. 1 


8 give diſpenſations of Gov! 8 providence, 
. 5 "On 


5 


”- ru. a - — 5 — * | 
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17 9 VP 
> Agel us ITY in our perſons, or in our 
= Immediate families and connections; but 
EY eſpecially Amos iii. G. * Shall there be evil 
ein a city and the Lord hath not done it?” 
Shall public concerns, in which ſach vaſt” 
numbers of his creatures are more or leſs | 
deeply intereſted, be ſuppoſed to take their 4 
courſe unheeded by bim? Shall any public. . 
calamities and judgements be imagined to falf 
out without his interpoſition and command? 
In the preſent caſe, and in regard to our 
_ public national affairs at this juncture, let me 
here particularly i intreat you to reflect, that 
| while men are divided in their private opi- 
nnions about ſecond cauſes and inftruments, it 
1 becomes us as much as poſſible to take off 
our attention from diſputes that ſerve only to 
perplex and diſturb and make uneaſineſs, and 
confine it down to a certain truth, in which 
we muſt all unite; which is, that Gop in his 
righteous anger, and for our manifold finsand 
: tranſgreſſions, has ſuffered the judgements, - 
which we now lament, to overtake us. Ido 
not deny that it is an enquiry well-deſerving 
of and very neceſſary for the notice of 


| Proper perſons, and at proper times and 
places, © who were the inſtruments, and who | 


4 i * the aggrelſors, e. But, nn ; . wo 


e 8 1 
I Q—— Soy es. > 


— — — . 
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L 10 1 
ing, few perſons in private ſtations : are com- 
petent judges of theſe matters, and ſure I am 
that we ought all of us at all times devoutly 
and ſeriouſly to eye Gop only as the firſt 
cauſe: whether for inſtance it be on th or on 
the other ſide of the Atlantic Ocean that any 
of ws in particular may be inclined to think 

we ſee the firſt viſible cauſe and foundation of 
our preſent broils—and whether the blame, 


or at leaſt the chief blame, is to be laid in | _ 


our view of things (which however by the 
way as being fallible ſhould in either caſe be 

taken with humility and diffidence) Bere or 
there—l enter not into that enquiry- they 
are the Judgements, of God that have occaſion- 
ed our coming together at this time, to abaſe 
ourſelves before him, and that is ſufficient 
for my purpoſe. If peſtilence, if famine, if 
any other public national affliction had befal- 
len us, we ſhould have ſaid ſo; and we muſt 5 
ſay it in this as well as in other caſes: — 
Vea ſorry, very ſorry ſhould I be that any of 5 
us ſhould fail, for this one day at leaſt, of re- 
garding the threatening critical ſituation of 
our public affairs much more attentively i in YH 
this light than in any other: for as a mini- 
ſter of the goſpel of Chriſt, the goſpel of 


PRace: and unity, I account it W e . 


wk 


keep dens at leaſt of dere would fo- 


_ ment uneaſineſs and diviſion, and to aſſiſt as 


particular ſentiments concerning this matter) 


in joining alike to improve to religious pur- 
L poles the preſent public diſtreſſes. It was 


in this view that I determined upon my text 
and ſubject; to give myſelf an opportunity 


of obſerving, for the general foundation of 
all that I have to recommend to your notice, 


that any judgements of Gop, when he ſees fit 

to viſit men with them, yea, that all ſuch 
diſpenſations or events of providence, as (to 
do them, or rather to do ourſelves juſtice) 


we are bound to regard in the ſolemn cha- 


racter of his judgements, are the occurrences 


to which my text refers. But having endea- 
voured ſo fully to eſtabliſh, and ſo cloſely to 
apply this fundamental remark, let us pro- 


ceed next to a little more particular diſcuſſion 
of the ſubject; and for this pe 1 muſt 


beg you to conſider, 


II. That eſpecially war is a a dreadful ide 
ment of Goy upon any people. When na- 
tion riſes againſt nation, and kingdom againſt | 
kingdom, and the report that daily ſounds in 


our ears is that of wars and rumours of 


Wars, bis ſurely is, in itſelf conſidered, a 


very 
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very heavy national n n. 


we know, preſcribes univerſal | peace, harmo- 
ny and love; and, chriſtianity, we. are well 


aſſured, enforces the command: and very 


great is the pity, that any men ſhould be 
ſound having ſo little of the nahe fſpirig of 
either in them as to be at variance one among 

another; yea, terrible and ſhocking is the 
thought of multitudes of lives falling victims 
totheir quarrels, and the blood of thouſands be- 
ing often ſpilt on both ſides in maintainingand 
defending them. Oh! what numberleſs mur- 4 
ders have the warriors of the earth, whom 
the falſe principles of hiſtory have been ac- 
cuſtomed to place in ſo honourable and glo- 
rious a point of view,. — 
| e muſt they have to anſwer for! 


What ne 


When Gop offered David three dreadful 


evils for his: choice, on occaſion of his hav 1 2 
L ing with great oftentation numbered the peo» 
ple whom he governed, he 2 204 eren _ 
peſtilence to war: and it is an emphatical [28 


deſcription which is given us, b xxi. of 


this book of Iſaiah, ver. 15. of the terror, 


with which it is calculated to inſpire all who 


ſee it approaching, in theſe words They 
e fled from the ſwords, from the drawn 
8 Hpbrd, and from the.bent bow, and from 


the . 


„ { I "H 3 


* the grievouſneſs of war? concerning 


which allo another prophet in like manner 
| thus exclaims, Jer. iv. 19. © My bowels! 
* my bowels! I am- 3 0 at my very 
c heart! my heart maketh a noiſe in me, 


e and Icannot hold my peace! becauſe thou 
s haſt heard, O my ſoul, the ſound of the 
„ trumpet, and the alarm of war. 

I will only further obſerve for the illuftra- 


tion of this point, that two, prophets, have 

conſented to repreſent it as che chief ingre- 

dient or ſupport of the happineſs of the laſt 
days, when the Redeemer's kingdom ſhall be 
fully eſtabliſhed among men, that they 


* ſhall beat their ſwords into ploughſhares, 


and convert their ſpears into pruning- 


00 hooks, and nation ſhall not lift up a ſword 


« againſt nation, neither ſhall they learn the 


« cruel art of war any more. Oh] how 
long, Lord? how long ere theſe great pro- 


pPfhbecies ſhall be accompliſhed ?—In the mean 
while our own feelings tell us, that the wi- 


do and the fatherleſs, whoſe huſband and 
father have fallen in a field of battle, cannot 


fail of confidering war as a moſt dreadful cala - 


mity, and that when the ſorrows of individu- 


als on ſuch an account are joined together, it 


5 becomes a ore public and national evil: and 


above 


9 . 


CON 
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BEE (41 __ 1 
above alt moſt. ſhocking to us all (though | 
not ourſelves immediately intereſted) is the | 
reflection upon ſuch numbers of our fellow- 
1 ; creatures, fellow - immortals, when their 
blood is ſhed in the heat and fury of the 7 
fight, being hurried into eternity but very | 
few of them, comparatively ſpeaking, (it is 
to be feared !) but very few of them in a ſtats 
of preparation for it! The groans of the dy- 
ing on a field of ſuch carnage and ſlaughter?! 
and the carcaſes of the dead ſtrewed over, or 
piled up in heaps upon it !—the bloody 
frightful evidences of a mercileſs devaſtation 
ſpread far and wide make me ſhudder ang 
tremble, while I only repreſent the ſcene of 
horror to my imagination! Eſpecially when 
1 conſider, that all theſe poor wretches have 
ruſhed ſuddenly and inconſiderately upon 
| Judgement and eternity—ſurely theſe things 
ſhould teach us all to ſtand in awe of that 
tremendous Gop, among whoſe judgements 
this is to be reckoned one of the chief 
To be however a little more particular ill, 
let us obſerve under this head once more, 
III. That if war in general, and in itſelf 
1 ed, be thus dreadful, civi war is 
. all doubt the moſt dreadful ſpecies of 


On many accounts it muſt be o eſteem- : 
ed 


PPP. · A EE oats et 2d thc Gag Sayers 4 com. — —_— 
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3 15 15, 1 
pr. by us th * of all kinds of mögen that 


: reſped individuals only ſuicide 1 is the worſt, ſo 
it muſt on the ſame principles and by parity of 


| reaſon be in ſocieties too: for any country ſuf- 


fers and bleeds more by one much 4% ghaſtly ' 


wound, which it may properly be ſaid to 
have given itſelf, while the members of the 
ſame community. fight one againſt another, 
than by even many in appearance more deep 
and dreadful ſtabs which it receives from a 
common enemy; that unanimity, which 


helps to ſupport and heal in the latter caſe, 


15 being totally loſt and deſtroyed in the former, 
the ſources of remedy are ſtopped up, and 


5 the means of it precluded, Civil war ſtrikes 
41 the moſt tender ties by which ſocieties are 
linked together; and makes a breach wide 


and formidable in proportion even to the 


5 ſtrength of thoſe endearing ties themſelves: 


yea, it threatens a much more immediate 
and ſpeedy ruin (if ãt cannot by ſome pru- 
dent happy meaſures be ſtopped in time) 
than any other like calamity would in the 
common courſe of things bring on. 


The bleſſed Jeſus, when he had denke to 


| viddicats himſelf againſt'the ſhameful charge | 
of a confederacy with devils, has drawn his 


1 proof from this very propoſition, and in the 


cleareſt 
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cleareſt terms decided the caſe we are now 
conſidering, or rather has expreſſed himſelf ſo 


as to ſhew that there is no ground for a ſingle 1 


doubt upon the head, for that all men muſt 


5 immediately be ſenſible, Mart. xii. 2 5. that ; 
% every kingdom divided againſt elf is 


brought to defolation, and every city or houſe 
divided againſt itſelf ſhall not ſtand.” The 


miſchief that enſues, (if providence i in | awful = 


vengeance ſuffers it to go on) is in various re- 
ſpects like a gangreen or mortification in the 


human frame of the moſt deadly nature, and 
moſt rapid progreſs : | the different inhabi- e 


tants of the ſame provinces or neighbour- 


hoods, yea, the feyeral branches of the 
ſame families (according to the part each 
of them may take in the fatal quarrel) are 
brought into diſſention, Jealouſy, and dif- 
cord by it; their diſtricts or their houſes are 
thrown into violent and exceedingly alarm 
ing commotions, and reduced to the moſt 
diſtrefling ſtate of confuſion: law and order 
vaniſh before the rage of an inteſtine war, 
and whatſoe ver can make community happy 8 
| Eile an e ſacriſice to its inve 0 3 
5 Theſe ror a PO b e hooking te 
in their t train more than 1 have' words to 


* 


£7 recount | 


f 7 1 


5 tecount— yea, more than the moſt gloomy 
mimagination can paint, are all the genuine 
conſequences of ſuch diſturbances in a ſtate, 


before an appeal to the ſword takes place: 


but alas they are no more than the 8 


ning of ſorrows, and when compared with 
what follows afterwards, even theſe are tri- 
fling circumſtances of diſorder and diſtreſs. 
When fellow- countrymen, and ſubjects of 
the ſame government, heated by furious 
angry paſſions, level the murderous blow 


7 each at his brother's life, every drop of 


blood that flows from either's veins leaves a 
ſtain behind it, which perhaps ages and cen- 

_ turies will never be able to waſh out again · 
O, ye promoters and abettors of internal 


5 <p feuds and animoſities, of national diſcontents 


and inſurrections, ye that ſap the founda- 


tions of a people's reciprocal union, what a 


tenfold aggravated guilt lies at your door ! 
What a tremendous account will you have to 


2 give at laſt —for if in a political view one 


curſe be of deeper and blacker die than ano- 
ther, his is the judgement and the curſe 

| heavieſt and blackeſt of them all; and which 
- fide ſoever in ſuch conteſts gains the victory, 


it is dreadfully gained, it is dearly paid for 


indeed: and all through your means 
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Can I think of two armies, charſhalled 4 in 
battle array, both conſiſting of a vaſt num 
ber of perſons, for whom nature, and all their 
former connections had woven the ſacred | 
bands of friendſhip and love, who are __ = 4 
ly united in one common intereſt, who =e 
under the moſt inviolable obligations to em- 
8 brace, protect, defend, and ſerve each other ; * 
but now prepared (ah! wo is the day 4) for 
mutual deſtruction ? perhaps the neareſt 
neighbors and moſt intimate friends aiming 
4 5 the pointed ſteel each at the other's breaſt? 
Yea, poſſibly the branches of the ſame houſe 
(once unſpeakably happy under one harmo- 
nious roof) the brothers of the ſame family 
(once knit together in cordial love) and even 
the father and his own ſon, the ſon of his 
wiſhes, prayers, and hopes, both engaged i in 
the bitter quarrel, but unhappily on the two 
oppoſite fides of it? Can I think of the fate 
of a few hours, while the horrible artillery 
of war is employed, alas ! with too, too 
ſure a ſucceſs ! making ſuch near and dear 
relations as theſe each other's. murderers 
while all that ever knew them, all their ten- 85 
dereſt and moſt affectionate connections, the 
wives, the mothers, the ſiſters, the children, 


4 5 friends of the . Fa whom 
1 = ; providence. 
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+ providence has thought proper to keep out 
of the way of the immediate ſcene of ſlaugh- 
ter, are yet, with aking hearts, with weep- 


= ing eyes, expecting tidings, which, what- 


. ever they may be, they dread to hear Can 1 
think of theſe things and not bewail the far- 
ſpread and incurable miſery? Can I ſay to 


my ſoul ** this is the preſent fact among 
ſome of the ſubjects of that very. govern- 
ment under which my lot is caſt,” and not 


tremble? 

There is no occalion- "op any pains to be 
taken to ſet this ſad picture forth in more 
ſorrowful and affecting colors than thoſe in 


which it will preſent itſelf to every feeling 


heart! The conſequences in every view are 

7 inexpreſſibly alarming; and but to take a 
light and general glance of them cannot fail 
of wounding every ſoul amongſt us to the 
quick. O thou awful ſovereign Gop ! 

| who art the diſpoſer of every event ! ſurely 


this is the moſt to be lamented. and depre- 


| cated by us of all thoſe judgements, which 


for the puniſhment of their fins thou bring» 


eſt upon a guilty nation:—for let us not loſe 


- ſight of the one great ruling thought, which 
I intreated you from the firſt to take along 


with you in your attention to the whole of 


what I am offering to your conſideration, 
B 6 1 
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Which is, that whoever | were the inſtruments 


of ſowing the ſeeds of this diſcord and diſ- 


treſs, whoever among men be chargeable 
with the guilt of bringing on this deſtruc- 


tion and horror, ſtill that Goy, who ruleth 


among men, is to be acknowledged in it all. 
And even by this as well as by any other of 
| his Jon exerciſed i in the WO, 


Seen He pas us to learn right 


ouſneſs. It is what we all /bould do, and 
what the ſincere and humble, the wife and 


pious ill do. 

There is a hint in the next words to my 
text, that ſome of the profane and harden- 
ed ſinners of mankind have by their con- 
duct and temper of mind made it even ne- 
ceſſary that judgements ſhould be uſed with 
them for this purpoſe, becauſe other more 
gentle means are ineffectual, and they will 


not be brought to conſideration by them. 
Let favor be ſhewn to the wicked, yet 
will he not learn righteouſneſs in the land 
of uprightneſs will he deal unjuſtly, and will 


not behold the majeſty of the Lord.” — But, 


waving this, let us rather enquire in what 
reſpects we ſhould learn righteouſneſs from 
 Gop's judgements, endeavouring to gain an 
anſwer to this queſtion particularly adapted 


1 21... 


1 to the . occaſion. And here J will firſt 
ſtate to you the true nature of this righte- 
 ___ ouſneſs in one of its moſt important funda- 
maental characteriſtics, as repreſented in the 


words which I have juſt borrowed from the 


Lord: and then, becauſe I would with to 


make the deſcription of our duty plain and 
eeaſy, I will only add repentance, reforma- 
tion, and ſuitable humble fervent prayer to 
 __ Gop as | requifits and indiſpenſible branches 
_ 


I. Let the bnd be allowed to nails 


5 his own ideas, and the learning of righte- 
 ouſneſs muſt be underſtood to mean the con- 
te 
—_— 
—_ 


plating, and being devoutly affected by 
najeſty of the Lord !-Righteouſneſs in 
| nnection ſignifies at large true religi- 
on and piety, a belief of the being and per- 


fections of Gop, and a ſuitable regard to his 
| providence and government, yea, a firm, 
happy, and influential perſuaſion that his 
ſervice is not in vain, and ſhall not go un- 


5 rewarded, becauſe he gives theſe convincing 


(though dreadful) proofs of his judging in 
the earth, The verſe before that in which 
ol my text ſtands, together with the former part 
of the ſame verſe, thus delineate this temper 

5 and F « In the way even of thy 
N 15 judge- a 
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j ige megte, 0 Lard, have we 3 for * 

the deſire of our ſouls is to thy name, and to 
the remembrance of thee : with my ſoul have 
I defired thee in the night; yea with my 
ſpirit within me will I ſeek thee early: and 
this is often repreſented as the natural and : 
proper conſequence of afflictions when they = 
anſwer their end upon thoſe who are exerciſ= 
ed with them; He, v. 15. I will go (ſays 5 
God) and return to my place till they ac 

| knowledge their offence (of which more pre- 
ſently) and ſeek my face: in their affliction 

they will ſeek me early.” Pſ. Ixxviii. 34. 
When he flew them, then they ſought him, 

| and they returned and enquired early after 
Go.“ P/. lxxxiii. 16. * Fill their faces 
with ſhame, that they may ſeek thy name, 9 
Lord: and (to add no more) Rev. xv. 4. 

CK Who ſhall not fear thee, O Lord, and * 
rify thy name, for thou only art holy! 7 All 

nations ſhall come and worſhip before thee, 

becauſe thy judgements are made manifeſt. * 
And without doubt if we can feel even * 
judgements and the awful viſitations. of his 5 

1 chaſtening rod, and not be brought to a ge- 

3 neral ſerious ſenſe of things by them, we 

4 q- muſt be hardened indeed! Let us behold 

his divine majeſty then herein ; ; let us, bow 


with bumble and agoriggy ſouls at the foot- 
| 7 . 
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55 ſtool of his throne ; ; let us apply particular 
I y our reflections upon his awful judgements 
for the eſtabliſhing us in this becoming diſ- 


poſition and frame of mind, and acknow- 
ledge it eſpecially t to be written even in crim- 


: ſon characters on every field of the ſlain, that 


G8ov is righteous in all his WAYS, and that 
the holy and wiſe ſupreme governor of the 


0 world, the judge of all the earth, is to be 


5 | humbly ſubmitted to when he corrects men 
for their iniquities and ſin 81 But this brings 


: me to obſerve, 3 


1 reflection and repentance are eſ- 
; ſential branches of the righteouſneſs, which 
we are to learn, and to which we ſhould be 


”- awakened and rouſed by Gop's judgements. 


In the day of adverſity (ſays the wiſe man) 


conſider '—and if we ſet ourſelves i in earneſt 


8 conſider, wherefore it is that Gor con- 
: _ tendeth thus with us, we ſhall find abun- 
dant cauſe for humiliation and abaſement 
before him. The conſideration of the ge- 
neral prevailing corruption and guilt of our 
countiy, ſhould deeply affect us here: we 
ſhould join thoſe holy ſouls, who ſigh and 


5 cry for all the abominations which are done 
in the midſt of us : : alas! what great reaſon 


| ; to lament the almoſt univerſal depravity! 


5 4. > 30] 148 v2! WAA 
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wha "IEG With ſhame 404 confüfon to 


acknowledge that neither fearing Gop nor 
regarding man is become indeed a common 
character amongſt us: that luxury, intem- 


| perance, idleneſs and all immorality, ſpread 
their baneful influences wider and wider 
daily; that blaſphemy and common wan- 
ton ſwearing, in defiance of all ſenſe and 
decency, is arrived at a moſt enormous pitch : 


that profaneneſs even to atheiſm is ſo fa- 


ſhionable among all ranks of people ! —* 
We ſhould reflect upon and mourn for the 
| fins of thoſe in higher ranks, and of thoſe 


in lower meaner ſtations : of the old, failing 
to ſet a good example before the young; and 


of the riſing generation, running (tho' it is 
the headlong path to ruin) into all debauche- 


ries and exceſſes: —for the ſins of every day, 


and for thoſe of the Lord' s-day : the negle&t 
of divine ordinances, the contempt of reli- 
Sious worſhip, the diſregard to every thing 


that is ſerious, the addictedneſs to all man- 


ner of vice and iniquity, which abound and 
increaſe daily in our land. — Where ſhall ! 
cloſe the black catalogue ? or rather to what 
a length might I eaſily run it out? for 
which of the perſonal, ſocial, or divine 
virtues do we not fee habitually trampled 


upon * all ſorts and conditions of men, as 
intereſt 


— 1 25 * 

5 intereſt may tempt them, or even osten 
only as wicked modes and cuſtoms may lead 
the . 


. not 4 to contends . L 
5 with theſe general reflections: but muſt 
humble ourſelves before Gon, every one of 


5 us for our perſonal tranſgreſſions alſo ; and for 


the ſhare which we have taken by them in in- 
creaſing the national guilt: we ſhould make 


: immediate and cloſe application of the ge- 
neral charge, bringing it home to our own 


ED heart 8. and repenting ſincerely of whatever 


we find to be amiſs in 16. Hereugon it fol- 
| lows of courſe, _ 

III. That to learn eee is to lon 
_ reformation ;- which is ſtrictly the righteouſ- 


neſs here intended, and without which all 
pretences to penitence are incomplete and 
inſincere. It is out of our power indeed as 
individuals to do much towards effecting a 
general univerſal reformation of manners, 
but we may each of us amend one: and par- 


1 ticularly ſhould it be the buſineſs of ſuch a 
day as this to form the moſt ſtedfaſt holy re- 
| ſolutions of endeavouring ſo to do: for thus 
we find Gop reaſoning with his people in 


e the lviiith, chapter of this book of Iſaiah: :. 
i * Is1 it luch a faſt that I _ choſen ? a day 
TE for 


26 1 


4 for a man to affliet his ſoul "OY Is; * 1 = 
bow down his head as à broken bulraſh * ? 
and to ſpread ſackcloth and aſhes under 
him? wilt thou call his a faſt, and an 
acceptable day to the Lord ? —— Is not 


this the faſt that I have choſen ? to looſe 


the bands of - wickedneſs ? &. then ſhall 
thy light break forth as the morning, 
ver. 8. and thy health n . forth | 
ſpeedily!” 6b] Up 
This was they condat of: the 8 
Jonab iii. ult. they turned from their evil 
ways—and the conſequence was, that Gop 
alſo laid aſide his fierce anger: Thus 
ſurely we may, any of us, in the moſt pri- 
vate ſtation, do our country ſingular and 
ſeaſonable ſervice in this peculiarly eri- 
tical and important juncture: we may look 
Into our own hearts and lives, and fee what 
is amiſs there, and by the help of Gop fet 
about the amendment of it, and fo contri= 
bute our proportion to a univerſal reformation 
of n that ae __ not pk our i 


ruin Once more, 


» "Wok critics "Bb. obſerved, 4 e is Kd Wy Ws 
plant more etect and ſtately, chan a bulruſh in it's natural 
growth: it ſeems therefore that either the word muſt mean (as 
one of them renders it) a ruſb, not a reed; or elſe the alluſion 
muſt be to a bulruſh in it's humbled broken ſtate, when the 1 


| wind has bowed 3 it down and bent it. 


L 
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1v. The ng up of ſuitable humble 
. prayers to God, is another indifpenfi- 


ble and requiſite branch of righteouſneſs, to 
which we ſhould undoubtedly be excited by 


the obſervation and ſuffering of his judge- 
ments: ver. 16. Lord, in trouble have 


« they viſited thee: they poured out a pray- 


er when thy chaſtening was upon them:“ 


1 a fo . 8 the time of their 


* trouble they will ſay, ariſe and ſave us.“ 
- Particularly it is very obvious here, that 


5 our prayers to Gop ſhould be of ſuch a na- 


ture, and for ſuch bleſſings as the preſent 
occaſion and preſſing neceſſity ſuggeſts the 


0 importance of! We ſhould pray both for 


our native country, and for our American 
Colonies, that the affliction, as it is indeed 
a grievous one to both, may be ſanctified 
to them and to us, and good brought out of 
this exceedinglygreatevil. We ſhould pray for 
the pardon of all publie ſins and tranſgreffions, 


both theirs and ours; for the pouring down 


of a ſpirit of reformation to aſſiſt us and all 
concerned; and for a happy termination of 
the preſent dreadful difputes, with all their 

unnatural and ſhocking conſequences. Ove” 
His Majeſty, in his royal proclamation on 


0 this important and d ſolemn occaſion, has very 


win 


#7 


wiſely and kindly led all our thoughts ulti- , 
mately to peace, as the great bleſſing weſhould 

pray for ;—* the peace, ſafety and proſperity 

of himſelf and all his dominions: — O] that 

it might be brought about and eſtabliſhed 

without the ſhedding even of a ſingle drop 

more of human blood in the quarrel :—=Thus 
do thou, if it be thy gracious will, good 
Lord, thus do thou be pleaſed to give peace 
in this our day, and continue it to our poſte- 
rity.— 
thought of putting our truſt in chariots and 


We muſt not only abhor the 


horſes, and other warlike preparations and 


inſtruments of terrible efficacy and execu- 


tion, (which would be to thirſt with ſavage 


cruelty for blood) but O that there might 
be no occaſion any further, —any longer to 
have recourſe to ſuch meaſures at all! Our 
hearts bleed at the thought of them !— 
Gop of Britain (ſhould we ſay) let the ſword 5 
be returned into it's ſheath, and for that 
glorious purpoſe appear thou ſeaſonably i _ 
this critical period for the mother country 
and her colonies, and re-eſtabliſh a happy 
union between them, reſtoring and perpe- 
tuating their mutual peace and harmony. Us 


0 


For the king i in particular, and all i in au- | 


chert. and all who have * ſhare in the Ef 


direction 25 


— 


* 


1 


= cee and management of public affairs * 
wee are to pray that they may themſelves be 
directed to the moſt proper methods for at- 


7% taining this great and good end ; and for 1 
0 


cConcerned, that their minds may be m 


happily influenced to fall in with and pro- 


miote the ſucceſs of thoſe methods : that ſo 
_ confuſion may ceaſe, diſcord and the alarms 


of war may be exchanged for love and a good 
underſtanding and intercourſe, lawful au- 
thority and good government may be re- 
ſtored in the diſtracted provinces, commerce 
may no longer, in any of the branches of it, 
ſuffer or be put at all to a ſtand, but tranquil- 
 lity and joy may yet again reign throughout 


_ the whole Britiſh Empire. In fine, we are to 
pray that the deluſions and infatuations, 


which have been the occaſion of this la- 


mentable breach, may all be rectified and 
cured, and it may be immediately and ef- 


1 fectually — yes, through God's blefling, 
even . and ——— repaired | and 


healed. 
| Theſe are prayers, in which I think per- 


: ' Wa of all parties amongſt us, muſt heartily 
Join, whatever be their particular ſenti- 
ments concerning the merits of the unhappy 


* now in agitation. And now, 


Ty e ä 


| Thirdly, for the cloſe 13 improvement = 


of my ſubject, if theſe branches or evidences 
of a truly righteous ſpirit, a pious ſenſe of 
Soy and his providence, together with re- 
pentance, amendment, and prayer, be the na- 
tural effects of a due conſideration of Gop's 


judgements, . we are plainly inſtructed what ; 
application to make on ſuch occaſions; to 


wit, by recollecting . 
I. with grief and ſorrow of heart, ＋1 9 
. fadly former . diſpenſations of providence, _ 


and even former awful judgements of Gop in 


the earth, have failed of anſwering this their 
gracious and wiſe end upon us: again, by 
reminding ourſelves 


II. That, whatever others may do, it is 


at leaſt our duty to ſtrive, each of us in our 
ſtations, to ſet all around us an example of 5 


making ſuch an improvement of the preſent 
viſitation : and moreover b e our- 


ſelves 1 | 
III. That ſince the words of my text are 


2 a promiſe, we may reaſonably rejoice in them 
as ſuch, and ſhould fervently pray to have 


that gracious promiſe now univerſally made 


good amongſt us; all concerned in or affec- i” 
| ted by theſe awful judgements, [which we 


| have. 


tion l- 


„% ev] #- 221 i | | 
4 1 been ſpeaking of, being for chat. RN= 


poſe ſuitably and divinely aſſiſted and di- 


| rected! | Theſe hints ſeem to „nod .- 
largement.—1 weill only add, 


8 TV. That we ſhould be 3 
5 thankful (with all humble conviction of our 


dependence upon Gop's good'providenceifor 
itz) that it is not judgement alone that we 


55 have occaſion to meditate upon, but that in 
the midſt of it he remembers merey : for 


inſtance, our having ſo many long- forfeited 
bleſſings, both civil and religious, continued 
to us! what a momentous proof of divine 
forbearance is this! our having been in- 
dulged with ſo favourable a ſeaſon, ſo plen- 
tiful a harveſt hir year in particular! our 
not being actually involved in (however 
threatened with) a foreign war with our Eu- 


ü ropean neighbours, at the ſame time with 


this internal diſturbance ! and the unhallow- 
ed flames of civil confufion, and bloodſhed; as 
the conſequence of it, not having been ſuf- 
fered to extend their miſchievous and dread- 
ful ravages here, and to make our on land 
the immediate ſeat of war and deſola- 
ol Surely when the judgements of 
=. God. a are E in the earth, at a diſtance from 


us, | 


«aps 1 


us, and not * us, it is an a eſpecially 
important part of the righteouſneſs to be 
learnt from them, (though it would not have 
come in ſo properly before) that we ſhould 
labour to be, in ſome happy proportion to 

our obligations, diligent and thankful : and 


while all parties unite in the prayers which 


I have juſt now been recommending to you, 
they ſhould all in like manner join in theſe | 
Praiſes too: Finally, , there be any pro- 


ſpect at all of a reconciliation, and a happy fo 


iſſue of this event of providence coming on, 
how thankful ſhould 7his make us! at leaſt : 
with very grateful pleaſure ſhould we reflect 
that our governors, and thoſe. whom they em 
ploy, with all their ſtedfaſtneſs, are ſo mild 
likewiſe, have treated the colonies with ſo 


much lenity, are ſo averſe to ſanguinary 7 
meaſures, and ſo well inclined to peace, if 


it may but with conſiſtency and honour be 

brought about. I only repeat this once 

more, with one voice, with one heart let 
us pray to the Gop of peace, THAT 3 
MAY TAKE EFFECT !—And to enforce 


this exhortation, the words of the Pfalmiſt | 


hall conclude my diſcourſe, P/.,cxxii. G. &c. 
| 66 oy for the EF Pace: of W THe hall 


1 TT 


8 2 33 1. 2 | 
£4 | proſper that love thee: peace be within thy | 4 

Walls, and proſperity within thy palaces: 
for my brethren and companions ſakes, , 
will now ſay, peace be within thee: becauſe 
of the houſe of the L our r Gop I will ſeek | 
i ge . 
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Having ſeen. printed copies of this ls 
bymn on different ovcaſions, and with 
e variations, it ſeems not neceſſary to name 
it's author, who it is hoped, will forgive : 

*1 the little liberties here taken with one or 
two expreſſions in it. I could have wiſhed 
that the perſon, who ſent it to the Lon- 

” - ' - don Chronicle, on Saturday December 14, 

=_ |: 1776, had acknowledged it not to, be 

| his own, as the late Rev. Dr. Allen did, Pl 
when he publiſhed it at the end of his 3 | 

Faſt- Sermon in Anh... ap 
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TH E N 8 fill d wick holy fear <2 
Before Jehovah ſtood, _ 
; And with a humble fervent pray”! r 

For guilty Sodom ſued, 


J With what ſucceſs, what wondrous grace 
Was his petition crown'd! 


The Lord would ſpare, if in the place 
Ten men were found 4 15 


| And nll a ſingle holy f ſoul. 
So great a favour gain? | 1 
| Good Gov, and ſhall a nation cry, | | 
And plead with thee in vain n 


o 35 1 
| Great Britain, guilty as BE a, 

| Has yet ſome ſaints, we truſt; 
| | Fee, their united pray'rs aſcend, 
cl And ſhall thoſe 2 8 be loſt? 


Nov as in ancient times? 
or does this ſinful land exceed 
| Gomorrah | in it's crimes 4d 


| Dread . let not i anger burn, 
If we thy ſuppliants bow, = * 


I And ſay, till thou vouchſafe thy grace 
4 08 . 


0 may our people, prieſts and king 
Thy faving mercy ſhare, OF, 

| And know thee by thy glorious name, 
The Gop that heareth pray 'r.“ 
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